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can be directly blamed. Dr. Hunter, especially, seems to
confound the essential with the accidental, to attribute to
local and temporary causes symptoms which are inherent
in and inseparable from our relations with the MaJiomedans,
and to interpret their indistinct regrets and uneasy mur-
murs by the notions and literary conceptions of a highly
cultivated European bred in a totally differing environment.
The consequence has been, that he views, and makes his
readers view, many .things through a false perspective, and
estimates the weight of his facts in a deceptive balance. Or
where he preserves a truer eye and hand for dealing with such
phenomena, his sense of proportion tempts him to exaggerate
and over-colour English shortcomings and errors, in order to
present adequate causes for the extreme results which his line
of argument attributes to them* .Now it cannot and need not
be denied that some disaffection still survives among certain
classes of the Mahomedans in India: we all know that the colony
of outlaw Wah^bis founded beyond our North-western frontier
among the wild hill tribes, must obvious^ be as bitterly hostile
to the English in the Pupjab as it was to the Sikh government
which preceded us ; while Mr. TV. Palgrave* has told us long
ago, that throughout Asia the spirit of Wah&bism is a spirit of
uncompromising fanaticism, which seeks by all means, secret
or overt, to upset any rule, whether of Turk or Englishman,
that restrains bigoted and furious intolerance. It is true also-
that these Wahabis at one time formed secret conspiracies of a
serious kind in. the province of Bengal, and that their plotting
was connived at or willingly ignored by a crojvd of non-Wahabi
Mahomedans, who would naturally prefer .the predominance of
their religion, and have no objection to allow the Wahabis to try
their hands at pulling the chestnuts out of the fire. It is certain
thixt the Indian Mahomedans have not altogether grown out
of the sore feelings and the heart-burning which, accompany
e ve^ns? here the fall from high position, the loss of power, and the
descent of a despotically dominant class to fair equality with
all others before a firm law. But unpleasant reverses of this
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